
Décor

Aquarium

Cleaning tools

Optional: Cycling tools

Optional: Air pump set

By bringing a shopping list when heading to your local aquarium store, you can be
sure you don’t overbuy or forget anything. If you’re unsure why you need an item,

scan the QR code to pull up the full article.
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Air pump
Air stone
Airline tubing

Pure ammonia
Bacterial starter

Tank (10+ gallons)
Stand
Lid/hood (if not included)
Foam protector

Bucket
Algae scrubber (magnetic or sponge)
Thin hose
Optional: gravel vacuum tool
Optional: towel
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o Plug-in timer

Filter
Filter material (if not included)
Optional: bag of filter floss

Mercury or digital thermometer
Optional: cheap second thermometer

Small fish net
Optional: extra-large or extra-small net

Coarse sand or fine gravel in color of choice

LED or fluorescent lamp, full-spectrum white
Optional: reflector to reduce light pollution/loss

Plants (live preferable)
Aquarium-safe rocks
Driftwood
Artificial decorations
Background (sticker or 3d)
Optional: leaf litter for tannins and a natural look
Optional: natural hides
Optional: planting tongs and pruning scissors
Optional: plant fertilizer (liquid and/or root tabs)
Optional: Co2 dosing (for serious plant lovers)

Thermostat heater with run dry protection rated for your tank size
Optional: heater guard

Power strip with surge protection and drip loops, at least 4 outlets

Net

Light

Filter

Heater

Substrate

Bonus: Timer

Thermometer

Bonus: Power strip
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Optional: automatic feeder

Anything specific to the tank you’re looking to set up?
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Chloramine-neutralizing conditioner
Optional: detoxifying conditioner (Seachem Stability, JBL Detoxol)

Kit with at least ammonia, nitrite, nitrate, pH tests.
Optional: additional tests for GH, KH
Optional: digital TDS meter
Optional: plant growth-specific tests like phosphate (for serious plant lovers)

Notes

Water test kit

Water conditioner


